
Laws Help Prevent Danger At Intersections

From: Cynthia Scott

Columbus

I thank The Republic for publishing the 2006 Columbus Intersection 

accident report last Sunday.  The cautions offered for icy winter weather 

were welcome, but there is more than weather to consider.  I am concerned 

about an irritating apparent lack of attention to safety and traffic rules.  I’d 

like to offer two traffic law reminders that should have been included in the 

Dangerous Intersection report:

1. A common mistake happens when a driver wants to make a left turn 

against on-coming traffic while under a green light.  The BMV says “only 

one vehicle is allowed to move into the intersection to complete the turn 

when the way is clear.”  To me, that means one at a time.  Potential trouble 

builds when two or more cars nose out to the middle, one behind the other, 

hoping to sneak through before the light turns yellow and red.  More often 

than not, the last car is caught in the red light.

2.  The second common error is making that left turn into the wrong lane.  

Many drivers will move into the left-moving lane farthest from the 

centerline instead of the nearest.  Many of those that do manage to pick the 

correct lane “cut the corner” and come close to brushing the front of any 

car waiting to cross the intersection with right-moving traffic.  

I’d also like to suggest that the City of Columbus could make a pile of 

money in traffic fines simply by positioning a plain-clothes officer with a 

digital camera on any busy corner on 25th Street at random times.  Other 

cities have automatic cameras mounted over intersections for red light 

violations.  The license number and make of the car is captured and the 

registered owner gets a traffic citation in the mail.  The equipment cost and 

set up are probably expensive, but I’d bet that cost would be recaptured in 

a very short time and drivers would soon learn the intended lesson.

Letter Sent to The Republic in 2007



Reaction to my letter


	Slide 1
	Slide 2

